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Shared housing. A housing unit occu-
pied by two or more families, con-
sisting of common space for shared use
by the occupants of the units and (ex-
cept in the case of a shared one-bed-
room unit) separate private space for
each assisted family.

§ 887.505 Types of shared housing and
applicable requirements.

(a) Shared housing types. Individual
lease shared housing is the only type of
shared housing authorized under this
subpart K. Related lease shared hous-
ing (see part 882, subpart C of this
chapter) is not authorized under this
subpart K.

(b) Applicable requirements. Except as
modified by this subpart K, all of the
requirements in the other subparts of
this part apply to shared housing.

§ 887.507 PHA administration of
shared housing.

(a) PHA election. A PHA is not re-
quired to permit use of shared housing
in its Housing Voucher Program. At
any time, a PHA may change a deci-
sion to include shared housing in its
program. The PHA, however, must con-
tinue to administer, in accordance with
applicable requirements, any shared
housing housing voucher contracts
that it has executed.

(b) Administrative/equal opportunity
housing plan. (1) If the PHA decides to
permit shared housing in its program,
or to change or discontinue shared
housing, it must submit an amendment
to its administrative/equal opportunity
housing plan for HUD approval.

(2) The administrative/equal oppor-
tunity housing plan must state the
PHA’s policies for operating shared
housing. The plan may not set aside
housing vouchers for, or otherwise re-
strict the use of housing vouchers to,
shared housing.

§ 887.509 Housing quality standards
for shared housing.

(a) Applicability of housing quality
standards to entire unit. The entire unit
must comply with the performance re-
quirements and acceptability criteria,
as provided in §§ 887.251 (a) and (b) and
in §§ 887.251 (d) through (k).

(b) Facilities available for family. The
facilities available for the use of each

assisted family in shared housing under
the family’s lease must include (wheth-
er in the family’s private space or in
the common space) a living room, sani-
tary facilities in accordance with
§ 887.251(a), and food preparation and
refuse disposal facilities in accordance
with § 887.251(b).

(c) Space and security—(1) Inapplica-
bility of § 887.251(c). Section 887.251(c)
does not apply to shared housing.

(2) Performance requirement. The en-
tire unit must provide adequate space
and security for all its occupants
(whether assisted or unassisted). The
total number of occupants in the unit
may not exceed 12 persons. Each unit
must contain private space containing
at least one bedroom for each assisted
family, plus common space for shared
use by the occupants of the unit. The
private space for each assisted family
must contain at least one bedroom for
each two persons in the family. (The
two preceding sentences do not apply
to the case of two individuals sharing a
one-bedroom unit. However, in that sit-
uation, no other persons may occupy
the unit.) Common space must be ap-
propriate for shared use by the occu-
pants. If any members of the family are
physically handicapped (at the time of
lease approval), the unit’s common
space and the family’s private space
must be accessible and usable by them.

(3) Acceptability criteria. The unit
must contain a living room, a kitchen,
bathroom(s), and bedroom(s). Persons
of opposite sex, other than husband and
wife or very young children, may not
be required to occupy the same bed-
room. Exterior doors and windows ac-
cessible from outside the unit must be
lockable.

§ 887.511 Occupancy of a shared hous-
ing unit.

(a) Who may share a unit. (1) Persons
who are not assisted under the Housing
Voucher Program may reside in a
shared housing unit.

(2) Except for a one-bedroom unit, an
owner of a shared housing unit may re-
side in the unit, and a resident owner
may enter into a housing voucher con-
tract with the PHA. Housing assist-
ance, however, may not be provided on
behalf of an owner who is not an owner-
shareholder in mutual or cooperative
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